
Discover the Soul of Romania: A 19-Day Private Tour 

Perfect as a Danube Cruise Extension 

 

Discover the soul of Romania and Bulgaria on this 19-day private journey designed as the 
perfect pre- or post-extension to your Danube cruise. From the elegance of Budapest to the 
vibrant capital of Sofia, travel through Ɵme as you explore medieval towns, majesƟc castles, 
ancient fortresses, and remote monasteries. Experience local life through home-cooked meals, 
folklore tradiƟons, and encounters with arƟsans who keep old craŌs alive. Breathtaking 
landscapes — from the Bicaz Gorges and the Transfăgărășan Road to the historic hills of Veliko 
Târnovo and the sacred mountains of Rila — complement the region’s rich cultural heritage. 
This carefully craŌed iƟnerary offers a deep, personal connecƟon to the history, tradiƟons, and 
spirit of the Balkans, all enjoyed in comfort with handpicked experiences along the way. 

 

Day 1: Budapest to Timișoara | Gateway to Romania  

Leave the Hungarian capital behind and cross into Romania, where the journey begins in the 
vibrant city of Timișoara—a cultural jewel with a rich Austro-Hungarian legacy. OŌen dubbed 
“LiƩle Vienna,” Timisoara’s baroque squares, colorful facades, and lively cafes make for a 
charming first impression. Enjoy a guided city tour, including Victory Square, Union Square, and 
the Orthodox Cathedral, where the anƟ-comunist Romanian 
revoluƟon ignited in 1989. 

Hotel Opera 4* or similar 

 

Day 2: Timișoara to Sibiu | Castles and Citadels 

Today, travel into the heart of Transylvania, stopping first at the imposing 
Corvin Castle in Hunedoara—one of Europe’s most dramaƟc Gothic 
castles, steeped in legend and history. ConƟnue to Alba Iulia, the 
spiritual capital of modern Romania, where the 18th-century Vauban 
fortress tells the story of the country’s unificaƟon. In the aŌernoon, 
arrive in Sibiu, “the city of the eyes”, one of 
Transylvania’s most beauƟful ciƟes, nestled in 
the foothills of the Carpathians.  

Hotel Republique 4* or similar 



 

Day 3: The UlƟmate Road: Transfăgărășan Adventure 

Begin with a walking tour of Sibiu, exploring its grand squares, medieval walls, and the iconic 
Bridge of Lies. Then, embark on a thrilling drive along the Transfăgărășan Highway, hailed by 
Top Gear as one of the world’s best roads. Wind your way past alpine lakes, waterfalls, and 
craggy peaks. Stop at the mysterious Cârța Monastery ruins, a haunƟngly beauƟful Cistercian 
site, before returning to Sibiu for the evening.  

Hotel Republique 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4: Sibiu to Sighișoara | Gipsy cultural exchange 

Begin the morning with a visit to a gipsy craŌsman, who shares the 
story of his family, his trade and his perspecƟve on life as a Roma in 
today’s Romania. ConƟnue across the Târnava valley to the 
Renaissance Bethlen Castle, a partly-ruined partly-restored noble 
residence reflecƟng the rural aristocraƟc life of Transylvania. In the 
aŌernoon reach Dracula’s birthplace: Sighișoara, one of sEurope’s 
best-preserved inhabited medieval citadels and a World Heritage Site. 
Walk its cobbled streets among the old guild towers before the town 
seƩles into its calm evening atmosphere. 

Hotel Fronius 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 5: Sighișoara to Cluj Napoca | Wine and mine 

Depart Sighișoara and travel north through the rolling Transylvanian countryside, stopping at a 
16th-century castle for a guided visit and a carefully selected wine tasƟng held in its historic 
cellars. ConƟnue to the cavernous Turda Salt Mine, descending into vast underground 
chambers carved by generaƟons of miners and now transformed into an unusual subterranean 
aƩracƟon. You may even take a short boat ride on the underground lake. Arrive in Cluj Napoca 
in the aŌernoon and enjoy an introductory walk through the elegant city center, discovering its 
Austro-Hungarian architecture and lively squares. 

Hotel Beyfin 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6: Cluj – Vadu Izei | A journey back in Ɵme: Maramureș 
Travel into the heart of Maramureș, a land of wooden churches and Ɵmeless tradiƟons, where 
families display their status in the comunity by building massive elaborate wooden gates, 
carved by hand. Their loom-woven rugs and blankets are sƟll washed using centuries-old 
devices, that harvest the force of nearby rivers and streams. Visit one such authenƟc place 
(which is sƟll used daily by the locals) where rugs are being washed, grains are being milled and 
moonshine is being disƟlled, all with the help of the Iza river. End the day with a home-cooked 
dinner and a private folklore show in a local guesthouse in Vadu Izei. 

Rural family stay: Casa Covaciu or similar + 
tradiƟonal dinner and private folklore show 

 

 

 

 



Day 7: Vadu Izei | Maramureș in depth 
Day enƟrely dedicated to the exploraƟon of Maramureș. Begin in nearby Săpânța, where you 
can marvel at the vividly painted Merry Cemetery, then conƟnue to the towering wooden 
church of Peri Monastery. Visit Sighet’s moving Memorial to the VicƟms of Communism and 
the unusual open market, where the fruits and vegetables are viying for space with products 
originaƟng from Ukraine, only a couple of miles away. Sighet is also the birthplace of Elie 
Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize laureate and author of the haunƟng Night — you may visit his 
memorial home. End your day with another home-cooked dinner in the same village. 

Rural family stay: Casa Covaciu or similar + tradiƟonal dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8: Vadu Izei – Gura Humorului | Into Bucovina's Painted World 
Discover the graceful Bârsana monastery, its slender wooden spires rising 
towards the sky. AŌer a beauƟful chairliŌ ride, step into nature with an 
easy treck to the spectacular Horses’ Waterfall, Romania’s tallest. Later, 
stop to admire the painted houses of CiocăneșƟ, uniquely adorned in a 
local tradiƟon seen nowhere else in the country. In the aŌernoon, the 
journey takes you into Bukovina’s rolling hills to the luminous Voroneț 
Monastery, oŌen called the “SisƟne Chapel of the East.” Its celebrated 
frescoes — sƟll radiant aŌer five centuries — offer a serene and fiƫng 
close to a day that moves from living tradiƟon to natural grandeur and 
finally to spiritual art. 

Hotel SenƟr 4* or similar  

 

 

 



 

Day 9: Gura Humorului – Văratec | An ExploraƟon of MonasƟc Life 
Delve deeper into monasƟc Bucovina with visits to two more remarkable monasteries: 
Moldovița and Sucevița, UNESCO-listed for their intricate exterior frescoes. Don’t miss the 
delighƞul Painted Egg Museum, where the centuries-old tradiƟon of egg-painƟng is being both 
preserved and beauƟfully displayed. Your day concludes at Văratec Monastery, a living spiritual 
community where you’ll dine with the nuns and sleep within the monastery walls. A unique 
opportunity to glimpse into the nuns’ way of life. 

Unique accommodaƟon within the walls of the Văratec monastery + dinner cooked and served 
by the nuns. 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 10: Văratec – Miercurea Ciuc | Back to Transylvania 
A day blending history, craŌsmanship and dramaƟc landscapes begins at 
the imposing Neamț Fortress, standing guard over the valley for more than 
six centuries. From here, conƟnue to the Popa Museum in TârpeșƟ, where 
tradiƟonal masks and folk art reveal the imaginaƟon of rural Romania. The 
route then winds through the spectacular Bicaz Gorges, sheer cliffs rising 
above the narrow mountain road, before the scenery soŌens into the 
Székely Land as you arrive in Miercurea Ciuc, a quiet Transylvanian town 
shaped by its Central European heritage. 

Hotel Gambrinus 4* or similar 

 

 



Day 11: Miercurea Ciuc – Brașov | Hungarian Cultural Heritage 
Delve deeper into the Hungarian heritage of southeast 
Transylvania. Discover the quirky Ika Tower and Haszmann Pál 
ethnographical museum with its open-air collecƟon of rural 
tools and agricultural machinery. Explore a funcƟoning water 
mill that sƟll grinds flour the old-fashioned way. Join a local 
family for a two-hour long hands-on bread-making workshop 
followed by a tradiƟonal Hungarian lunch. On route to Brașov, 
don’t miss the impressive Prejmer citadel, a UNESCO site, where 
each local family had their own refuge-room built into the 
defensive wall. 

Hotel Prinz Gregor 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 12: Brașov – Bran – Brașov | Myths & Mountains 
A day of legends and leisure begins with a visit to the iconic Bran Castle, famously linked to the 
Dracula myth, but historically Ɵed to Queen Marie of Romania. Explore its ramparts and hidden 
passages before returning to Brașov. You may choose to have a relaxing aŌernoon or to visit the 
Libearty Bear Sanctuary, a heartwarming refuge for rescued brown bears set in a tranquil 
forest, outside town.  

Hotel Prinz Gregor 4* or similar 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Day 13: Brașov – Bucharest | From Royal Trails to City Lights 
Journey south toward Bucharest, stopping at the fairy-tale Peleș Castle nestled in the mountains 
of Sinaia. One of the most spectacular castles on the conƟnent, Peleș was the favorite project of 
the country’s first king, who devoted it 42 years of his life and a large part of his considerable 
fortune. With its ornate woodwork, secret passages, and royal legacy, it’s a tour highlight. 
ConƟnue through the rolling countryside, towards the capital. Arrive in Bucharest and seƩle in 
for the capital’s vibrant mix of past and present. 

Hotel Capitol 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 14: Bucharest | Highlights of the Capital 
Take in the capital’s layered idenƟty on a guided city tour. See wide boulevards, Belle Époque 
architecture, and the imposing Palace of the Parliament — the world’s heaviest building. 
Admire the Arch of Triumph, a proud symbol of Romanian unity, and enjoy an interior visit of 
the splendid Romanian Atheneum, the city’s beloved concert hall. Wrap up with a culinary stroll 
through the lively Obor Market. 

Hotel Capitol 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 15:  Arbanassi and Veliko Târnovo| From the Danube Gateway to the Tsars’ Hill 
We cross the majesƟc Danube, the natural gateway into Bulgaria, and enter a region deeply 
marked by medieval history. Our first stop is Arbanassi, a remarkable village known for its 
unique architecture, where wood and stone combine in solid tradiƟonal houses that evoke the 
prosperity of past centuries. We visit the ancient Church of the NaƟvity, famous for its frescoes 
and historical significance. We then conƟnue to Veliko Târnovo and ascend to Tsarevets, “the 
Machu Pichu of Eastern Europe”, whose fortress dominates the surrounding landscape. At the 
summit, the reconstructed church blends ByzanƟne inspiraƟon with the monumental aestheƟc 
of the 20th century. At dusk, the arƟsƟc illuminaƟon of the complex creates an unforgeƩable 
visual spectacle. 

Hotel Gurko 3* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 16: Thracian Tombs and Plovdiv | History Dive 
We travel to the Valley of the Thracian Kings to discover the 
legacy of this fascinaƟng ancient civilizaƟon. We visit the 
Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak (a visitable replica), renowned for its 
HellenisƟc frescoes that reveal rituals and beliefs from more than 
two thousand years ago. We conƟnue to Plovdiv, considered the 
most beauƟful city in Bulgaria and, recently, the European Capital 
of Culture. Its Old Town, with its cobbled streets with mansions 
from the Bulgarian NaƟonal Revival, offers an elegant seƫng 
where history and modern life coexist harmoniously. 

Hotel Villa Flavia 3* or similar 

 

 

 

 



Day 17: Plovdiv and Sofia  | The Bulgarian Capitals 
The morning is free to conƟnue exploring Plovdiv, one of the oldest conƟnuously inhabited 
ciƟes in Europe, where layers of history coexist naturally. You may visit the magnificent Roman 
theater, sƟll used for performances, stroll through its charming streets or discover the OƩoman 
district of Kapana, now transformed into the city’s creaƟve heart, full of workshops, cafés, and 
vibrant street art. Also notable is the historic Dzhumaya Mosque, a testament to the city’s 
mulƟcultural past. In the aŌernoon, transfer to Sofia, the Bulgarian capital at the foot of Mount 
Vitosha. 

Hotel Rosslyn Thracia 4* or similar 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 18: Sofia and the Rila Monastery | Soul of Bulgaria 
We devote the day to discovering Sofia, one of the oldest capitals in Europe. We visit the 
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, the Russian Church, the Roman Rotunda of St. George, and the 
remains of ancient Serdica, witnesses to its millennia-old past. The day is completed with an 
excursion to the spectacular Rila Monastery, set among forested mountains. Its vibrant 
frescoes, painted galleries, and spiritual atmosphere make it the country’s most emblemaƟc 
monument—a place where art, faith, and nature merge in unforgeƩable harmony. 

Hotel Rosslyn Thracia 4* or similar 

 

 

 



 

Day 19: – Departure 
Private transfer to the airport for your return flight, taking with you memories of medieval 
fortresses, ancient civilizaƟons, vibrant ciƟes, and the serenity of the Balkan landscapes. 

 

 

What’s included: 

- A private tour – just for you and your family or friends; 
- The services of an English-speaking guide throughout the trip (guiding available in 

Spanish or French upon request); 
- Pick-up directly from your Danube river cruise ship in Budapest; 
- TransportaƟon in a modern, comfortable vehicle, with all associated costs covered; 
- 18 nights in centrally located 4-star hotels, charming B&B and monasƟc accomodaƟon* 
- Daily breakfast, 3 tradiƟonal home-cooked meals and one monasƟc dinner; 
- A wine tasƟng of Romanian wines in the cellars of a 16th century castle; 
- A bread-baking workshop; 
- A private folklore show; 
- All entrance fees and guided visits as outlined; 
- A beauƟful, welcoming country ready to be explored. 

*Staying one night at the monastery is subject to availability and cannot be guaranteed in 
advance — however, it is usually not a problem to arrange, especially if requested early. 

 

What’s not included: 

- InternaƟonal flights or other transportaƟon to/from the start or end of the tour; 
- Meals not specifically menƟoned above; 
- GratuiƟes for your guide (at your discreƟon). 


